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Oldcastie Product Protects Israeli Children

Israeli students can focus more on the
subject at hand and less on fear of attack
thanks to special precast reinforced
modules made from molds produced at
Oldcastle Precast Avon Manufacturing’s
plant in Avon, Conn. In February 2007,
Ackerstein, an Israeli precast company,
contacted Oldcastle Precast to pursue
making structural precast modules for
school construction.

John LaMonica, Avon’s general man-
ager, recently toured an Israeli town close
to the Gaza Strip with Gideon Argaman,
vice president of Ackerstein, where they
saw precast blast shelters lining the
streets and playgrounds. “On that day,
there were seven rocket attacks along the
Gaza Strip, which Gideon considered a
normal day. Typically a 10-second warn-
ing is all they get,” said John. Schools
in these areas have to be lined with steel
and/or concrete panels to make them
more resistant to rocket attack.

Oldcastle Precast and Ackerstein

developed this module to provide a
building with a hard shell that would
provide a greater degree of protection
than conventional construction. The
module’s first application will be for
classrooms, but many commercial and
military opportunities also exist.

Ahout The Module

The module is a three-sided struc-
ture with monolithic roof and sidewalls;
it may have a precast floor slab attached
or sit atop another module. With a
32-ft. inside span, 12 ¥2-ft. inside
heighth and 12-inch thick insulated
exterior walls, it weighs approximately
40 tons.

The module is fashioned after
a school module developed by the
Oldcastle Precast Modular Group in
2001, also designed and built by Avon.

The 45-ton module mold was
designed and built in Avon. It was then
dismantled and shipped overseas in three
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John LaMonica, general manager for Avon
Manufacturing, Anatoliy Zavgorodniy,
engineer, and Orlando Bastos, mold setup
specialist, assembled the mold and oversaw
production of the first two modules.

loads. It has a hinged hydraulic core
with roll back outer jackets. The outer
jacket that forms the exterior wall of the
building is first poured in a lay down
position to provide the best concrete fin-
ish. Insulation panels are added. Once
the concrete is cured, the outer jacket
with the concrete and insulation is tilted
up and attached to the module mold.
The entire module is then poured, and
the module is complete.
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first Building Systems employee to pass the Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) certi-
fication exam. LEED is the rating system used by the U.S. Green Building Council for sustainable building
design and is required by many municipalities and governmental agencies for construction of new buildings.
Having LEED-certified employees shows owners and designers that Oldcastle has the resources to help obtain

David Wan - First Building Systems LEED Certified Employee

David Wan, systems engineer for our South Bethlehem, N.Y., facility, became the

David Wan

LEED certification for their buildings by identifying the sustainability advantages of precast concrete.

As Bob Adams, vice president of business development, said, “We are extremely proud of David’s achievement and look for-

ward to his leadership and direction in helping Oldcastle provide more sustainable designs and products for the future.”

Noah Massengill

‘Plank Patriarch’ Celebrates 50 Years

Congratulations to Noah Massengill of Building Systems, who has logged 50 years of service at the same

Noah’s supervisor for 10 years. “He has an excellent work ethic.”

planks and is a very good welder.”

plant. A foreman, Noah joined Baltimore Concrete Plank in 1957, the company’s third year of operation.
That company eventually became Strescon Industries, which was acquired by Oldcastle Precast in 2000.
“Noah sets an example for other field employees,” said Monty Wachob, field manager, who has been

According to Monty, Noah serves as a role model at the plant and is known as the “plank patriarch”
since others regard him as a father figure. As Monty noted, “Noah knows all there is to know about concrete



